496                                  BROWNE.

much improvement, with as little loss as any man in it:
when he had any to spare from his drudging practice, he
was scarce patient of any diversion from his study; so im-
patient of sloth and idleness, that he would say, he could
not do nothing.

" Sir Thomas understood most of the European lan-
guages ; viz. all that are in Hutter's Bible, which he made
use of. The Latin and Greek he understood critically;
the oriental languages, which never were vernacular in
this part of the world, he thought the use of them would
not answer the time and pains of learning them; yet had
so great a veneration for the matrix of them, viz. the He-
brew, consecrated to the oracles of God, that he was not
content to be totally ignorant of it; though very little of
his science is to be found in any books of that primitive
language. And though much is said to be written in the
derivative idioms of that tongue, especially the Arabick,
yet he was satisfied with the translations, wherein he found
nothing admirable.

" In his religion he continued in the same mind which
he had declared in his first book, written when he was but
thirty years old, his Religio Medici, wherein he fully as-
sented to that of the church of England, preferring it be-
fore any in the world, as did the learned Grotius. He
attended the publick service very constantly, when he was
not withheld by his practice; never missed the sacrament
in his parish, if he were in town; read the best English
sermons he could hear of, with liberal applause; and de-
lighted not in controversies. In his last sickness, wherein
he continued about a week's time, enduring great pain of
the colick, besides a continual fever, with as much patience
as hath been seen in any man, without any pretence of
stoical apathy, animosity, or vanity of not being concerned
thereat, or suffering no impeachment of happiness: ' Nihil
agis, dolor.'

"His patience was founded upon the Christian phi-
losophy, and a sound faith of God's providence, and a meek
and holy submission thereunto, which he expressed in few